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SUBJECT: MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE ON BAHRAIN; SAG DESIRE FOR 
NAVAL TRAINING 

REF: (A) MANAMA 1045 

(B) UNDATED LETTER FROM DEPMINDEF TURKI TO DEPUTY 
SECDEF CLEMENTS (CIRCA LATE NOVEMBER 1974) 

(C) JIDDA 24 

SUMMARY: FORMULATION OF A PROGRAM WHEREBY SAUDI NAVAL PERSONNEL 
COULD JOIN MIDEASTFOR FOR EXTENDED TRAINING CRUISES MIGHT PROVIDE 
GROUNDS FOR ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO GAIN SAG SUPPORT FOR CONTINUED 
MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE ON BAHRAIN. END SUMMARY. 

L# IN REF B TO DEPSECDEF CLEMENTS, RECENTLY RECEIVED BY 
EMBASSY, PRINCE TURKI SAYS THE FOLLOWING CONCERNING TRAIN- 
ING OF SAUDI NAVAL PERSONNEL: "AS YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS, 

PRACTICAL TRAINING IS IMPORTANT. THE SUCCESS WHICH THE 
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SAUDI NAVY HAS HAD IN RECRUITING THE NUMBERS PROPOSED IN 
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THE PLAN CALLS FOR OPTIMISM AND MAKES IT ESSENTIAL TO 
PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PRACTICAL TRAINING TO COMPLETE 
THE TECHNICAL PREPARATION OF THE SAUDI SEAMAN. THE NUMBER 
OF MEN WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO GRADUATE FOR THE SAUDI NAVY 
FROM AMERICAN NAVAL SCHOOLS IN THE NEAR FUTURE CANNOT BE 
ABSORBED IN THE SAUDI NAVY UNTIL THE MAIOR SHIPS IN THE 
PROGRAM ARE BUILT. THEREFORE. THE SAUDI NAVY ASKED THE 
AMERICAN NAVY IN EARLY 1974 TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ASSIGNING SAUDI SEAMEN ON AMERICAN VESSELS WHILE THE 
SAUDI NAVAL VESSELS ARE BEING BUILT SO THAT THE TIME COULD 
BE USED TO GAIN PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND SO THAT THE 
GRADUATES COULD MAINTAIN THEIR PRACTICAL AND TECHNICAL LEVEL. 
HOWEVER, THE SAUDI NAVY HAS SO FAR GOTTEN NOTHING IN THIS REGARD 
EXCEPT AN IDEA ABOUT EARMARKING TWO BOATS IN THE UNITED 
STATES TO THIS END. IN OUR OPINION, THIS IDEA WOULD NOT 
ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVE FULLY. EITHER FROM THE STANDPOINT OF 
QUALITY OR QUANTITY. I PROPOSE THAT YOUR EXCELLENCY GIVE 
YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION TO THIS AS TIME IS PASSING RAPIDLY 
AND SOME PERSONNEL FROM THE FIRST BATCH ARE ABOUT TO 
GRADUATE." 

2. WE WONDER IF SAG DESIRE FOR EXPANDED TRAINING ON USN 
VESSELS COULD OFFER GROUNDS FOR POSSIBLE NEW APPROACH TO 
MINDEF SULTAN OR DEPMINDEF TURKI ON SUBJECT OF MEDEASTFOR 
PRESENCE AT BAHRAIN. IF MIDEASTFOR COULD DEVELOP A 
PROGRAM FOR SAUDI NAVAL PERSONNEL, WHEREBY THEY MIGHT JOIN 
MIDEASTFOR FOR CRUISES OF TWO WEEKS OR MORE ON SOME REGULAR 
PRE-PLANNED BASIS, THIS MIGHT POSSIBLY GIVE SAG NEW INTEREST 

IN MIDEASTFOR'S PRESENCE IN BAHRAIN. SAUDIS HAVE WANTED 
EXTENDED CRUISES FOR SOME TIME; THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
REMARKED THAT SHORT TWO TO THREE-DAY CRUISES, WHILE NICE, 

DO NOT PROVIDE THE PRACTICAL TYPE OF EXPERIENCE WHICH COMES 
FROM ACCOMMODATING ONESELF TO A DAILY ROUTINE- 
SOMETHING WHICH CAN ONLY BE A RESULT OF LONGER CRUISES. 

3. IF IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR MIDEASTFOR TO ACCOMMODATE SAUDI 
PERSONNEL ON A REGULAR BASIS, WE COULD ASK SULTAN AGAIN 
FOR SAG'S HELP AND UNDERSTANDING REGARDING CONTINUED 
MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE ON BAHRAIN. 
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4. WE ADMIT THIS IS A LONG SHOT. THE ENTRY OF THE 
CONSTELLATION INTO THE GULF, IN NOVEMBER, COUPLED WITH 
REPEATED AND EXPLICIT CALLS FROM THE U.S. AND ISRAEL 

FOR AMERICAN OCCUPATION OF SAUDI ARABIAN OIL FIELDS AND THE 
EXCITEMENT CREATED BY SECRETARY KISSINGER'S BUSINESS WEEK 
INTERVIEW, MAKE ANY OVERT OR PUBLIC SAUDI SUPPORT OF 
MIDEASTFOR IMPOSSIBLE. THERE IS A CHANCE. HOWEVER, THAT 
IF THE SAG COULD EXPECT SOME PRACTICAL 
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BENEFIT IN RETURN, IT MIGHT AGAIN PRIVATELY CONVEY 
TO BAHRAIN ITS AGREEMENT TO A CONTINUED MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE. 

5. REQUEST COMMENT. 

AKINS 

SECRET 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, MILITARY TRAINING, MILITARY BASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975JIDDA00398 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750020-0812 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 39/aaaabiek.tel 

Line Count: 120 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 75 MANAMA 1045 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 MAY 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <15 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE ON BAHRAIN; SAG DESIRE FOR NAVAL TRAINING 
TAGS: MARR, SA, BA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



